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I.     TRIMESTER SCHEDULE - 2011-12 SCHOOL YEAR
What is a Trimester Schedule?
· 5 periods a day last 70 minutes each

· 1/2 (.05) credit courses meet for one, 12-week trimester

· 1 (1.0) credit courses meet for two, 12-week trimesters

· Three 12-week trimester terms a year

· Students may earn up to 2.5 credits a term, 7.5 credits per year, 30 credits total four years
What does this Type of Schedule Allow?

· Longer periods of time in class to learn content
· Less classes to focus on at one time
· Greater opportunities for electives/dual credit college courses
· Opportunity for students to receive extra help in English and mathematics
How does the Trimester Work?

· Courses are scheduled for:
· Trimesters 1 and 2
· Trimesters 2 and 3
· Trimesters 1 and 3 
· Trimesters (1, 2, and 3) 9th Grade English and Math (Ramp-Up), 12th Grade English,  ALL Advanced Placement Courses and Special Programs – Music, ROTC, or Technology Magnet Programs (Including Industrial Technology, etc.)
Why are students required to take some courses all three terms?

· To graduate, Jefferson County Public Schools requires a score above the Novice level on the KCCT Assessments in Reading, Mathematics, and Writing. By spending more time in English and Mathematics classes, students will be better prepared for the exams and work after college.

· For college entrance, minimum scores on the American College Test (ACT) are required.  For Kentucky colleges, a minimum of 21 is required for admission into four year colleges and universities, and an 18 is required for community or technical colleges.

Sample Schedule

	Period
	Trimester 1

8/12/11-10/31/11
	Trimester 2

11/5/11-2/13/12
	Trimester 3

2/17/12-5/21/12

	1
	English 
	Elective
	English 

	2
	Elective
	Math
	Math

	3
	Science
	Science
	PE

	4
	Health
	Social Studies
	Social Studies

	5
	Foreign Language
	Foreign Language
	Elective
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English—Trimesters 1 and 3

Math—Trimesters 2 and 3

Science—Trimesters 1 and 2           
Social Studies—Trimesters 2 and 3

Foreign Language—Trimesters 1 and 2

Health/PE—Trimester 1 and 3
Electives—Trimesters 1, 2, and 3

The high school scheduling procedure is a district wide activity designed to assist students in selecting a course of study, which will meet their individual needs. Each high school has its own forms and instructions for registration, which are available at the school. Valley Traditional High School has some general guidelines which are explained below.

II.      Valley Scheduling Procedures

 

1.    Students are asked to select elective courses for next year after having discussed course requirements with parents, teachers, and counselors. Several courses require teacher approval.

2.    Counselors will select appropriate core classes for students according to the student’s transcript.  Students are reminded that if they fail a course, the appropriate section must be retaken.   

3.    Students are responsible for making sure that they do not have a duplication of courses that have previously been taken. This may be done by checking with the counselors.

a.  Students must assume the responsibility for providing the school with proposed schedules designed to meet graduation requirements.

b.  If a schedule is not completed according to instructions and given to the assigned official by the date and time established as a deadline, the counselor will complete a schedule for the student, thus eliminating the students’ having their choice of courses.

c.  Students must check prerequisites carefully before choosing courses.  Students will be removed from classes for which they are not qualified.

4.    Most courses are based on two trimesters a year (24 weeks) of instruction.  You will receive a progress report after six weeks of class.  You will earn 1/2 credit for successful completion of each course per trimester.
5.    Each student must select 7.5 credits a year which equals 2.5 credits a trimester (5 classes a day). 
6.    Please select your classes carefully. Schedule change requests may not be honored after the start of school.
7.    All schedules are approved by the counselor.  If conflicts arise during the summer, the counselor changes courses to ensure a schedule for next year.   Schedule change requests will not be made after August 1.   
8.    If independent study or summer school becomes necessary, the coursework must be completed by August 1 and grades received at Valley High School no later than the first day of school.
9.    A half credit /unit is awarded to all students who satisfactorily complete a course meeting one full period per day, five days per week, for one trimester.  
10.  A required subject is a course that all students must complete successfully in order to meet minimum state graduation requirements.
11.  An elective subject is a course students may take to complete units needed for graduation.  Additional courses in required areas may count as electives.  

12.  All course selections are extremely important as any necessary changes must be made within three days after the beginning of each trimester. 

13.  Student schedule requests written on the scheduling information form /course request sheet must be signed and returned to the Counseling Office by specific date given.  Students not returning a schedule sheet  will be assigned classes by the counselor with NO CHANGES MADE THE FOLLOWING SCHOOL YEAR.

III.  SCHEDULE CHANGES
A student may not drop classes without the permission of a parent/guardian and guidance counselor.  All schedule changes must be requested within the first TWO days of the trimester.  Students who desire a schedule change must pick up a schedule change request form from their counselor.  All schedule changes require parent/guardian approval under the direction of a school counselor.  To meet with a counselor, students must pre-schedule an appointment with the guidance clerk.  Schedule changes for returning students are to be initiated prior to the last day of school.  After that date, changes will be made for the following reasons only:

· Inappropriate academic placement

· Improper grade level placement

· Approval of Independent Study/Online course

· Course completed in summer school

· Placement in a credit recovery class

· At the discretion of the Principal
  

 

IV.     PREPARATION FOR COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

Applicants to colleges must qualify for admission by a combination of the following: grade point average, ACT/SAT score and transcript of courses. Students should consult college websites for specific information concerning admission requirements. Plans should be made as early as possible in their high school career so that everyone concerned will be aware of all necessary requirements for acceptance. Without discounting the importance of such factors as character, personality, and civic responsibility, colleges place great emphasis upon intellectual eagerness, initiative, academic competence, and maturity.

Since admission to many colleges is becoming increasingly competitive, students must expect to do intensive work throughout their high school career or they may experience difficulty in gaining admission to the college of their choice. Colleges require a copy of the student’s academic record (transcript) from grades nine through twelve. Courses taken each year are the foundation for success in succeeding years.

The Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education has prescribed the following in order for high school graduates to be eligible for regular admission to a four-year degree program at a Kentucky public university:

· English – 4 credits required

· Mathematics – 3 credits required, including Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2

· Science – 3 credits required, including life science, physical science, and earth/space science (at least one lab course)

· Social Studies – 3 credits required from U.S. History, World Civilizations, Economics, Government, and World Geography

· Health - .5 credit

· Physical Education - .5 credit

· History & Appreciation of Visual and Performing Arts – 1 credit

· World Language – 2 credits from the same language
· Electives- 5 vigorous including computer literacy


 V.     GRADE PLACEMENT REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING PROCEDURES

Students must have the credits listed at the beginning of the 2011-12 school year:

Senior.................................  16 credits

Junior................................... 11 credits

Sophomore..........................   5 credits

Freshman……………  0—4.99 credits

 JCPS GRADING SCALE


A (exceeds standards).................................................................93-100%


B (meets standards).......................................................................86-92%


C (marginally meets standards).....................................................79-85%


D (below standards).......................................................................70-78%


U (unsatisfactory performance)..................................................... below 70%

GRADE POINT AVERAGE

Quality points are used to figure the grade point average (GPA) as follows:


A...................................................................................................4 points


B...................................................................................................3 points


C...................................................................................................2 points


D...................................................................................................1 point


U...................................................................................................0 points

 There are many uses of the GPA including:

· Various high school organizations use the GPA for membership

· Senior class valedictorian is chosen by the highest GPA in the class

· Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship (KEES)

· KHSAA Athletic eligibility

VI.     KEES (KENTUCKY EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE SCHOLARSHIP)

 

KEES is administered by the Kentucky Higher Educational Assistance Authority.  This scholarship provides Kentucky high school students with money for tuition and education-related expenses.  Students must earn at least five credits per year and must maintain a 2.5 cumulative grade point average.  An application is not required, all students are eligible for this award.   A bonus award is given to students earning KEES money for their highest ACT score.  Please see table below for annual awards.
GPA


AWARD


ACT


AWARD


4.0


$500


28 and above

$500



3.9


 475


27


 464


3.8


 450


26


 428


3.75


 437


25


 393


3.7


 425


24


 357


3.6


 400


23


 321


3.5


 375


22


 286


3.4


 350


21


 250


3.3


 325

20


 214


3.25


 312


19


 179


3.2


 300


18


 143


3.1


 275


17


 107


3.0


 250


16


  71


2.9


 225


15


  36


2.8


 200


2.75


 187


VII.     KENTUCKY HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
 

English................................................4 credits

     English I, II, III, IV






 

Math....................................................3 credits                        
     Minimum:  Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II

 

Science...............................................3 credits
     Life Science, Physical Science, Earth/Space Science

     One lab course must be included

 

Social Studies......................................3 credits
     Survey of Social Sciences, World Civilization, US History,

     Survey of Social Sciences includes the following required subjects (Economics, Government, and World Geography)

 

Health……………………………….0.5 credit

 

Physical Education……….………..0.5 credit
 

History Appreciation of Visual and Performing Arts……....1 credit    

Required Course to be taken during Junior Year





 

Computer Applications………………..1 credit

Required Course to be taken during Sophomore Year

 

* Electives...........................................6 credits

 

* For Honors or College Bound Students


Electives must include 2 years of the same Foreign Language to meet Pre-College Curriculum Requirements



All English, Math, Science, and Social Studies course must be Honors for 4 years

 

TOTAL.............................................22 credits 

HONORS PROGRAM

The Valley Honors Program is a college-preparatory course of study geared for students seeking a four year or Bachelor’s degree from a college or university after graduating from high school. This program includes the pre-college curriculum for the state of Kentucky (public). Students seeking admission to private or out of state institutions should contact those schools to plan accordingly. 

To graduate with honors, students must meet the minimum graduation requirements with all required core content (English, Math, Science, Social Studies, and Humanities) at the Honors level or higher. Electives MUST include two credits of the same world language and a credit of a computer/technology. AN APPRENTICE score on the senior writing portfolio AND an overall GPA of 2.5 are required to graduate from the Honors Program.

Sample four year Honors Program plan:

	9th grade
	10th grade
	11th grade
	12th grade

	HNR Eng 9A
	HNR Eng 10A
	AP Eng Lit Com A
	AP Eng Lit Com A

	HNR Eng 9B
	HNR Eng 10B
	AP Eng Lit Com B
	AP Eng Lit Com B

	HNR Algebra 1A
	HNR Geometry A
	AP Eng Lit Com B
	AP Eng Lit  Com C

	HNR Algebra 1B
	HNR Geometry B
	HNR Algebra 2 B
	AP Statistics A

	HNR Physics A
	HNR Algebra 2 A
	College Algebra A
	AP Statistics B

	HNR Physics B
	HNR Chemistry A
	College Algebra B
	AP Statistics C

	HNR Svy Soc Sci A
	HNR Chemistry B
	HNR Biology A
	Academic Elec. A

	HNR Svy Soc Sci B
	HNR World Civ A
	HNR Biology B
	Academic Elec. B

	Health
	HNR World Civ B
	HNR US Hist A
	ELECTIVE

	PE
	Computer Apps. A 
	HNR US Hist B
	ELECTIVE

	French 1 A
	Computer Apps. B
	HNR Humanities A 
	ELECTIVE

	French 1 B
	French 2 A
	HNR Humanities B
	ELECTIVE

	ELECTIVE
	French 2 B
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE

	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE

	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE



COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM
Comprehensive coursework is geared for students considering the job market, military, vocational/trade schools, or community college after graduation. Students must complete the general graduation requirements to earn a high school diploma. We encourage students thinking of earning a four year post-secondary degree to take honors courses and complete the pre-college curriculum which includes two years of the same world language.

Sample four year Comprehensive Plan:

	 
	9th grade
	10th grade
	11th grade
	12th grade

	1) 
	English 9 A
	English 10 A
	English 11 A
	English 12 A

	2)
	English 9 B
	English 10 B
	English 11 B
	English 12 B

	3)
	STP Algebra 1 A
	Geometry A
	Algebra 2 A
	English 12 C

	4)
	STP Algebra 1 B
	Geometry B
	Algebra 2 B
	Math ELECTIVE A

	5)
	STP Algebra 1 C
	Int Science 1B A
	Biology A
	Math ELECTIVE B

	6)
	Int Science 1A A
	Int Science 1B B
	Biology B
	Spanish 2 A

	7)
	Int Science 1A B
	World Civ A
	US History A
	Spanish 2 B

	8)
	Svy. Soc. Stud. A
	World Civ B
	US History B
	ELECTIVE

	9)
	Svy. Soc. Stud. B
	Comp Apps A
	Humanities A
	ELECTIVE

	10)
	PE
	Comp Apps B
	Humanities B
	ELECTIVE

	11)
	Health
	ELECTIVE
	Spanish 1 A
	ELECTIVE

	12)
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE
	Spanish 1 B
	ELECTIVE

	13)
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE

	14)
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE

	15)
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE
	ELECTIVE



VIII.     ACADEMIC PROGRESS REPORT TO PARENTS
 

Progress reports outlining a student's performance are sent home at the end of six week and twelve week intervals. Final trimester grades are mailed home at the end of each trimester. You can check the JCPS Parent calendar for the dates that report cards are to be distributed.

  

IX.     ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY

 

For initial high school eligibility, middle school students must be promoted or placed in the ninth grade.  For continuing high school eligibility, high school students must be in the proper grade level at the beginning of the school ear.  On the first day of each school year, a student must be at his/her proper grade level.  To be considered to be at the proper grade level, a student must have been enrolled during the previous grading period, and must be on schedule to graduate on the first day of school.  For verification of this provision, all course work, including summer and correspondence work, must be complete by the first day of the school year for the student body.

 Academic progress of student athletes will be monitored weekly by the Athletic Director.  Students must be passing three out of five subjects to be eligible to participate in athletic events.  If the athlete’s grade drops below a “D” he or she must attend Extended School Services to make up work missed.  Eligible athletes must not reach the age of nineteen (19) before Aug. 1 of the upcoming school year.
 

X.     NCAA ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

 

Any student who plans to attend a NCAA Division I or II institution AND who wishes to participate in intercollegiate athletics must register with the NCAA Eligibility Center (formerly NCAA Clearinghouse).  To view the rules and to register, go to https://web1.ncaa.org/eligibilitycenter/common/.  Click on the Prospective Student-Athletes link.  Here you can gather information and resources for the prospective student-athlete as well as register.  When you register, you must print for your counselor two requests for transcripts.  Give these to your counselor and she will send the NCAA Eligibility Center a copy of your current transcript as well as your end-of-year transcript.  When you register to take the ACT or SAT, you must request that your score be sent to the Eligibility Center by choosing 9999 as a score reporting location on your ACT/SAT registration document.

To determine your eligibility, the NCAA looks at your grades from your core classes and your test scores.  For Division I, a GPA is calculated for 16 core courses, for Division II, 14 core classes.  See their webpage for the breakdown of courses. Division I has a sliding scale of test score and GPA.  The SAT score used includes only the critical reading and math sections. The ACT score used for NCAA purposes is a sum of the four sections on the ACT: English, math, reading and science.  For Division II, there is a minimum SAT score of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68 and a minimum GPA of 2.0.  All SAT and ACT scores must be reported directly to the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Center by the testing agency.  Test scores that appear on transcripts will no longer be used.  When registering for the SAT or ACT, use the Eligibility Center code of 9999 to make sure your score is report directly to them.   

If you have any questions about NCAA eligibility, please call the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Center 
toll-free at (877)262-1492.


ART ELECTIVES

Intro to Drawing-One Trimester 

· No prerequisite  

· $10 art fee required

The course offers study of the basic design fundamentals necessary for any further experience in art, with a major emphasis on observational drawing, drawing primarily from life. Students will explore the elements and principles of design as they relate to their drawings. 

Media Arts A & B-Two Trimesters (must have A to take B) 

· Prerequisite - Intro to Drawing (or Art I-IV from 11-12 school years)

· $10 art fee required per trimester

A variety of drawing and design techniques and media will be explored, including pencil, ink, charcoal, pastel, collage, printmaking, scratchboard and mixed media, as well as an introduction to some computer graphic design techniques, which combine computer assisted image making and digital photography.

Students will work with the design fundamentals used in the fields of advertising, new media, graphic design, and illustration. Possible areas of exploration or design work may include: calligraphy, logo design, print advertising, including shopping bag design, poster and pamphlet design, book design, layout, and illustration.

Portrait Drawing A &B-Two Trimesters (must have A to take B)
· Prerequisite – Intro to Drawing (or Art I-IV from 11-12 school years)

· $10.00 art fee required per trimester

In this course, students learn to draw the human head using correct proportions and discover the art of portraiture. Students further develop drawing skills, techniques and traditional approaches to portrait drawing. Students will expand skills acquired in Portrait Drawing A with strong emphasis on observational skills and development of personal style. Students will also be introduced to figure drawing.

Painting   A & B-Two Trimesters (must have A to take B) 
· Prerequisite - Intro to Drawing (or Drawing and Painting from 11-12     school year)

· $10 painting fee required per trimester

In this course, students will be introduced to painting as a means of visual expression. Topics include technical and formal principles of painting with an emphasis on basic color theory, color mixing, composition, and visual communication. Students will expand upon skills acquired in Painting A with a strong emphasis on observational skills and color theory. Students will be given opportunities to experiment with specific mediums, as well as more in-depth subject matter as development of personal style evolves throughout the course.

Photo 1-One Trimester  

· $25 lab fee for chemicals and supplies

This is a beginning course for students interested in the process of taking photographs, developing negatives, and producing black and white prints.  Access to a 35mm camera is necessary.

Photo 2-One Trimester

· prerequisite- photo 1
· $25 lab fee for chemicals and supplies
This is an advanced course for students who have successfully completed Photo 1. Advanced shooting and developing techniques will be explored.  Access to a 35mm camera is necessary.
Photo 3-One Trimester
This is a course for the serious photograph student. Course will focus on individualized photographic studies working directly in a mentor/student relationship to build a portfolio of high quality work.

BUSINESS ELECTIVES

Computer Applications 1-Two Trimesters

Computer Applications 1 is an introduction to the world of computers.  In this course you will begin with introductory keyboarding, which demonstrates how to type properly using the right techniques.  Then you get into the applications such as Microsoft Word, Excel spreadsheets, PowerPoint presentations, and Access database.  Microsoft Word covers all the different functions you can use on any word processing document, such as creating tables and formatting data.  In Excel, you will create and modify spreadsheets using graphs and calculations.  In PowerPoint, you will understand how to create a presentation that is clear, creative, and balanced.  In Access, you will develop and manipulate data that will be stored.

Consumer Education-Two Trimesters

This course is designed to provide students with the knowledge to become better consumers. This course is based on how to make rational decisions involving careers, budgeting, banking, saving, investing, credit, transportation, housing, and health.  In this course, you will work on various projects. Cooperative education and guest speakers will enhance the course instruction.  

Entrepreneurship-One Trimester
· Suggested prerequisite of Computer Applications

This course is designed to provide students the skills needed to effectively organize, develop, create and manage their own business.  This course is based on the business and marketing core that includes communication skills, economics, financial analysis, operations, promotion and selling. The culminating project of the course is the development of a comprehensive business plan. Cooperative education or shadowing experiences may be used to enhance course instruction.  

MOS Microsoft Office Specialist (Advanced Computer Applications)-One Trimester
· Prerequisite of passing Computer Applications 1 with a C or better

This course is designed to provide students an advanced-level experience with practical applications through hands-on instruction.  Course content will include understanding of various hardware, software, operating systems, care/operations, administrative applications, and employability skills.  The software includes advanced business applications using word processing, presentation, spreadsheets, database management, desktop publishing, and electronic communication.  Leadership development will be provided through FBLA.  Upon completion of this course, a student will be ready to take the core level tests for MOS Certification and/or the Administrative Support Skill Standard Assessment.  
Multimedia Publishing-One Trimester

· Prerequisite of Computer Applications

This course is designed for students interested in developing unique publications for various aspects of a business, like advertising and marketing.  You will use Microsoft Word and Microsoft Publisher to develop creative documents, such as menu’s, certificates, brochures, flyers, and banners.  You will learn advertising techniques and marketing skills.  In this course, you will work in groups on various projects.

Web Design-One Trimester
· Prerequisite-Computer Applications

This course is an introduction to the development of web sites.  Using software and some pure HTML coding, you will understand how to develop web sites.  You will understand that proper layout of a web page and how to make it functional for its intended target market.  You will work in groups throughout this course on various projects.

ENGLISH ELECTIVES
AP Junior English-Three Trimesters
AP Senior English-Three Trimesters

Creative Writing
This course is a writing-intensive, one-trimester course in which students study the crafts of fiction, nonfiction, script and poetry writing.  Students will study the methods of works of various authors, demonstrating understanding through explication and analysis.  Students will write and publish poetry, short fiction pieces, and any other writings assigned by the teacher.  Individual participation through discussion and sharing is integral to success in this course.

Contemporary Literature
Contemporary Literature is a one-trimester course, which explores major themes in modern literature.  Through reading, discussion, research, and analysis, students will identify themes, gain insight into literary selections, develop an understanding of the components of fiction and examine techniques used by prominent modern-day authors.  Students will gain awareness of how literary works reflect society, themselves, and their world.
Introduction to Communications/Speech

Speech is a one-trimester course, which introduces students to the art of speaking and the following communication processes:  Intrapersonal speaking, interpersonal speaking, group speaking, and public speaking.  Students will research, write and present various informal and formal speeches, using multimedia technology.
Journalism 2/Newspaper Production
· Students must have approval from the newspaper sponsor.

A yearlong course designed to teach students how to be objective investigative reporters and to familiarize them with the concepts to produce the school newspaper.  Students will learn the newsworthiness of stories, journalistic writing styles, editing, identifying and finding reliable sources and writing for particular audiences.  Along with learning journalistic practices, students will learn to use computers for world processing and page layout, to work within a budget, to sell and design advertising, to produce a school newspaper, and to take quality pictures using basic photography skills.  Students need to be aware that this is a cocurricular class that will include after-school hours to complete satisfactorily.  

Teaching with Movies-One Trimester

Students investigate how and what ideas, values and concepts are connected through film. In analyzing film, students will examine elements of plot, setting, style, and point of view. Class activities include viewing, listening, researching and analyzing film. District film policy requires parental permission before students can participate in the classroom viewing.
Yearbook Staff/Creative Writing
· Students must have approval for the yearbook sponsor.  

This is a yearlong course for students interested in working on the school yearbook.  Knowledge of photography is helpful.  Students need to be aware that this is a cocurricular class that will include after-school hours to complete assignments satisfactorily.  

FOREIGN LANGUAGE ELECTIVES

French 1-Two Trimesters

· Honors Freshman, successful completion of Survey of French, or upper class status
The French 1 class is designed to introduce students to cultural, grammatical, and linguistic skills appropriate to the novice level. Listening, speaking, reading, writing, and cultural and geographic awareness are emphasized in order to give students a broad and solid background in order to go on to French 2. Units of study include Describing Yourself and Others, School Subjects and Supplies, Family and Rooms of the House, Café and Restaurant Food, and Present Tense Verbs.

French 2-Two Trimesters

· Successful completion of French 1
The French 2 class is designed to continue students’ understanding of the French culture and language appropriate to the intermediate level.  Listening, speaking, reading, writing, and cultural and geographic awareness are emphasized in order to strengthen the students’ knowledge in order to go on to French 3.  Topics covered include review of French 1 and vocabulary, reflexive verbs, past tense verbs, travel, vacations, sports, weather, hobbies and past times, and daily activities.
French 3-Two Trimesters
· Successful completion of French 2 and teacher recommendation
The French 3 class is designed to continue students’ understanding of the French culture and language appropriate to the advanced level.  Listening, speaking, reading, writing, and cultural and geographic awareness are emphasized in order to solidify the students’ knowledge in order to go on to college level French. This class meets at the same time as the French 2 class; therefore, students will need to be able to work independently most of the time.  Units of study include Hobbies and Leisure Activities, Health and Medicine, Technology, Travel, Cultural Studies, and Complex Verb Forms.

Spanish 1 and 2-Both are Two Trimesters

· Must complete Spanish 1 before taking Spanish 2
Each of these courses will present the basics of the Spanish language in order to promote students’ ability to:  read, write, and speak some of the vocabulary used in situations the student is most likely to encounter such as playing sports, going shopping, dining in a restaurant, taking a trip, etc, conjugate common present, past, and future tense verbs, construct sentences and paragraphs to express whole thoughts, and learn about the history and the culture of Spain and Latin America.  There will be daily note-taking and intensive writing in Spanish.

Survey of French-One Trimester
· No prerequisites
The Survey of French class is designed to introduce students to the basics of the French language.  It is designed for students who have never taken a foreign language before or who would like to try one out before committing to a two year program of study.  Units of study include the History of the French Language, the Alphabet, Numbers, Colors, Dates and Holidays, Weather, Time, Animals, Geography and Francophone Countries, and Famous French People.
Survey of Spanish-One Trimester

· No prerequisites
The Survey of Spanish is designed to introduce students to the basics of the Spanish language.  It is designed for students who have never taken a foreign language before or who would like to try one out before committing to a two-year program of study.  Units of study include the History of the Language, the Alphabet, Numbers, Colors, Dates and Holidays, Weather, Time, Animals, Geography and Spanish-speaking Countries, and Famous Spanish People.
MATHEMATIC ELECTIVES

AP Statistics
AP Statistics bridges math with writing and comprehension skills.  While doing many hands-on activities, the students will learn how statistics affect the world.  Students will gain a mathematical maturity offered by this class.  Students will develop techniques vital to success in college.

Applied Math
· Successful completion of Algebra 2 Part A
This course includes an in-depth study of real-world applications of the following types of equations and functions:  linear, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic, polynomial, rational, and radical.

College Algebra-Two Trimesters

This is a college prep course that serves as an extension of Algebra 2.  Topics include complex numbers, relations, functions, inverse functions:  linear equations and their graphs, quadratic equations and their graphs, higher degree polynomials and their graphs, composite functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, analytic geometry, and probability.  The course will focus on preventing the need for college math courses which do not earn college credit.

Statistics of Sports History

This one-trimester class will analyze numbers, trends, and statistics of various sports.  We will include mean, median, mode, graphs, graph interpretation, and standard deviation.  We will also compete in fantasy sports as an application.

MUSIC ELECTIVES
Advanced Choir-Three Trimesters

This course requires an audition with the choir teacher.  General music is a recommended pre-requisite.
Band 1, 2, 3 and 4-Three Trimesters

· Successful completion of middle school band or director approval required

All band students should have the aural, motor, and music reading skills necessary to perform advanced band literature as determined by the performance level of the ensemble and with the approval of the band director.  The student electing this course should understand that all rehearsals and performances are required in agreement with district guidelines.

Beginning Orchestra

This class is designed to give students semi-private instruction on the string instrument of their choice.  Students will also learn to read music, apply concepts of music theory and develop song writing skills.  No prior experience is necessary.

Guitar

· No prerequisite

This one-trimester course will explore music reading and guitar performances in all styles.  Various techniques for guitar will be examined as well as aspects of music theory and musical style.  Course taught at a variety of levels.  Must have a guitar.

Mixed Chorus

Mixed chorus includes development of choral techniques through singing choral literature written for mixed voices and the development of basic tone production and choral techniques through singing three and four part choral literature.  The student selected for this course understands that all extra rehearsals and performances are required in agreement with district guidelines.

Music Theory-One or Two Trimesters
Course will explore the basic components of music notation, composition, and analysis.  

Orchestra-Three Trimesters
Orchestra emphasizes individual and group training with additional emphasis on preparation and performance of concert literature, musicals, seasonal music, and concert activities.  The student electing to take this class should understand that all extra rehearsals and performances are required in agreement with district guidelines.

Piano Lab-One or Two Trimesters

This course is designed for students who desire to learn to play the piano and are willing to commit to work independently.  Skill level and experience do not matter, but appropriate behavior is expected.
Small Ensemble-One Trimester 

· Must be able to read music.

Trimester A is drum line, Trimester B is pep band, and Trimester C is jazz band.

NJROTC

Navy Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps-Three Trimesters

This course provides the student with the fundamentals necessary to pursue subsequent Naval Science courses.  Topics include the NJROTC Program; Introduction to Leadership; The Nation; the Navy, and the People; Maritime Geography; Sea power and Challenge; Naval History Through 1815; Naval Ships; Mission and Organization; Introduction to Navigation and Time; Basic Seamanship; and the Principles of Heath Education.  In addition to the academic curriculum, the student receives instruction in Drill, Command, and Ceremonies; Small Arms Safety; and Physical Conditioning. 

PHYSICAL FITNESS ELECTIVES
PE 2-One Trimester

PE2 emphasizes physical fitness and refinement of skills, rules, techniques, and strategies for team sports such as soccer, floor hockey, flag football, basketball, volleyball, lacrosse, Frisbee, and football.

PE 3-One Trimester

PE3 is designed to encourage physical fitness as a lifetime activity.  The class includes student self-evaluation and individualized programs in strength, muscular endurance, cardiovascular endurance, flexibility, and freedom from obesity.  Activities emphasized in the class are stretching, aerobic and rhythmical exercises, circuit training and weightlifting.

PE 4-One Trimester
This course will focus on fitness for the individual, including lifetime sports, lifetime fitness, and lifetime nutrition.

Physical Fitness/Weightlifting-One Trimester
Physical fitness emphasizes awareness and the importance of an active, healthy lifestyle.  Mastery of information provides the student with the concepts needed to maintain him or her in a desired state of wellness throughout his or her lifetime.  Weightlifting is a major activity in this course.

Strengthening and Conditioning-One Trimester
This course focuses on team sports strengthening and conditioning programs that are used in sports today.  The class will include weightlifting, and training principles that would be used for popular team sports, such as basketball, football, soccer, and baseball/softball.

SCIENCE ELECTIVES
Academic Enrichment Science 1 (Earth/Space Emphasis)-One Trimester
In-depth examination of geologic time, earth plate movements, formation of the earth and stars, nucleosynthesis, fission and fusion, life cycles of stars, and formation of the universe, and the study of data graphs and tables describing such changes.

Academic Enrichment Science 2 (Environmental Cycles-life and chemical)-One Trimester
In-depth examination of element cycles, connections between matter, energy, living systems and the physical environment, matter and energy flow through different organizational levels such as cells, organisms, communities, and the study of graphs and tables describing energy usage.

Academic Enrichment Science 3 (Energy Transfer)-One Trimester
In-depth examination of waves, energy transfer, and global climate, energy transfer and stored from food molecules including photosynthesis and respiration, real-world applications of energy usage, entropy, and the study of graphs and tables describing energy transfer.

Academic Enrichment Science 4 (Amusement Park Physics)-One Trimester
· Must have successfully completed Physics 1 or Integrated 1A

Amusement Park Physics is an inquiry-based approach for teaching physics at work in rides and shows within our most visited parks.  This course will use the Active Physics textbook from It’s about Time Publishing.  The course will focus on the Newton’s Laws of Motion, Conservation of Energy, Hooke’s Law, Centripetal Forces, Scalar quantities, as well as Wave Motion, Light and Snell’s Law, and many more physics concepts.

Anatomy and Physiology-Two Trimesters
· prerequisites include Biology, Chemistry 1 or Integrated Science 1A, and recommendation from a science teacher.

Essential principles of human anatomy and physiology are presented, including basic chemistry, cell and tissue studies, and an overview of all the body systems.  Anatomy and Physiology is the study of human physical structure including organs and their function, skeletal structures and function, tissue differentiation, and the interactions between functional parts of the human body.  

AP Biology II
This course will be an in-depth study of cells, genetics, DNA and heredity, ecology, communities and biomes, populations, and changes through time.
Industrial Chemical Technology Program-Three Trimesters

Program developed to provide training to teach students about the duties of a chemical plant.  During the first trimester of the junior year, students will take Chemistry 2.  Chemistry 2:  Study of advanced atomic structure, chemical reactions, stoichometry, thermochemistry, bonding, acids and bases, solutions, and oxidation-reduction reactions.  After successful completion of this course, students will attend Jefferson Community College Southwest to begin their college course work.  Students must be admitted to the program at the end of their sophomore year.

SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES
African American History-One Trimester

African American History will trace the historical, political, societal, economic and cultural issues from ancient Africa through the African American experience.  Emphasis will be placed on contemporary issues facing African Americans.

American Government (formerly Gov. & Politics)-One Trimester
· Juniors and Seniors ONLY

American Government is the study of the United States, local, and other political systems; recruitment; roles and decision making; official duties; executive, legislative, and judicial government branches.

AP U.S. History-Three Trimesters
Global Issues-One Trimester
With background historical perspective, students will examine current issues that are being debated discussed, and need solving in the context of a global community.  Students will complete individual research, engage in classroom discussion and debate, participate in a large scale educational community with other high school students on-line (SEEdebate.org) and read primary and secondary sources (newspaper, magazine opportunity to confront issues dealing with geography, politics, economics, foreign affairs, social problems, etc. and examine/predict their impact on future generations.

International Relations-One Trimester

· Juniors and Seniors ONLY

The International Relations course is a study of U.S. foreign policy, the history of U.S. foreign policy, as well as current issues in foreign relations.

Law and Justice-One Trimester
Students will examine the criminal and civil legal processes.  Students will understand their constitutional rights and complete a brochure for their senior portfolio.  Investigative techniques, forensics, court procedures, consumer rights, and family law are also topics covered in this class.

Psychology-One Trimester

· Juniors and Seniors ONLY
This course deals with the various related topics such as the study of the human brain, perception, learning, conditioning, memory, emotion, and the personality, to mention a few.  Students will also learn the various prevailing theories that have contributed to growth of the study of psychology as we know it today.

Sociology-One Trimester
· Juniors and Seniors ONLY

This course introduces the student to the skills, methods, and concepts of the science of sociology.  The content includes basic sociology, social problems, and social institutions.  Emphasis is placed on comparative evaluation and the case-study approach to social structure.  Students will learn about major social problems in areas such as family, religion, economic order, crime, mental disorders, and racial consciousness.

Women’s History Part 1-One Trimester
Course focuses on an in-depth study of the roles that women have played in history, with particular emphasis on national and local leaders.  Contributions made by women in the areas of 

reform and public service are explored, and 

changing roles and relationships are examined.  

Women’s History Part 2-One Trimester
· Part 1 not required before taking Part 2

Course will continue the study of women’s roles in history and discussion of the concerns and issues related to women in the modern world.   
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Life Science


Biology, Anatomy and Physiology


Physical Science


Integrated Sciences 1 and 2, Chemistry, Physics


Earth/Space Science


Integrated Sciences 1 and 2, Physics





ALL students must score an Apprentice or better on the CATS Reading, Math, and Writing Portfolio 


Assessments.
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