
Information Gathering and Organizing for
Historical Fiction

Historical Fiction falls in the category of literary writing.  This kind of writing requires
careful thinking about what comes from your imagination and what comes from history
(which you cannot change).

This chart will help you think about the information you need and how to organize it to
complete a piece of historical fiction.

Beginning of Story

Setting Characters Plot (Storyline)
This is the part of historical
fiction that you shouldn't
change: the time and place
tell about the history.
Describe where you are on
the farm.  Use a lot of detail
and sensory words.

When is the story taking
place?  What year, season,
time of day, etc.?

Start with only two
characters.  Otherwise it
gets very hard to write a
good piece that develops the
characters.  Who is the
character? What is their
personality like?  How do
they dress?  Help your
audience know this person.

Character 1

Character 2

What is happening as your
story gets started?  Make
your opening interesting.
What is going on between
the characters?  Remember
that this is the beginning of
the story, not the whole
thing.



Middle of Story
Setting Characters Plot (storyline)

Has the setting changed?
Where is the story taking
place now?  If the setting
has changed, be very
descriptive in telling about
it.

What else have we found
out about the characters that
we didn�t know at first?

What is the next important
part of the story action?  Is
there a conflict? Is there a
crisis that must be
resolved? Don�t tell how the
story ends yet.  Just think
about helping your audience
to understand what is going
on. What is the problem,
and how are the two
characters behaving?

Other notes:



End of Story
Setting Characters Plot (storyline)

Is the setting different?  If
so, describe in detail where
the action is taking place?

When is the end of the
story happening?  How
much time has passed?  Is
the season different?

How do we feel about the
characters now that we have
seen their behavior and
actions throughout the
story?  Do we know
anything new about the
characters as a result of the
story?

The beginning and middle
of the story have led up to
this part.  How is the
conflict or crisis resolved?
Does this ending make
sense?  Be sure your ending
does not change facts of
history.

Other notes:


