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ar t i fac ta r t i fac ta r t i fac ta r t i fac ta r t i fac t

An object made by people; historians often study
artifacts left behind by people who lived long ago.

change over  t imechange over  t imechange over  t imechange over  t imechange over  t ime

Can be caused by changes in communication, in-
novations/inventions, traditions, homes, recreation,
and transportation

exp lo reexp lo reexp lo reexp lo reexp lo re

To search the unknown

histor ica l  eventhis tor ica l  eventhis tor ica l  eventhis tor ica l  eventhis tor ica l  event

An important event or occurrence that has taken
place in the past

histor ica l  per iod or  erahistor ica l  per iod or  erahistor ica l  per iod or  erahistor ica l  per iod or  erahistor ica l  per iod or  era

A time period in history distinguished by certain char-
acteristics (e.g., Age of Exploration, Colonization)

his to ryh is to ryh is to ryh is to ryh is to ry

The story or record of what happened in the past

immigrantimmigrantimmigrantimmigrantimmigrant

A person who comes to live in a country from his or
her home country

ind igenous peoplesindigenous peoplesindigenous peoplesindigenous peoplesindigenous peoples

People living or occurring naturally in an area

mult ip le  causesmult ip le  causesmult ip le  causesmult ip le  causesmult ip le  causes

More than one reason for an event (e.g., reasons for
the American Revolution, Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion, the Civil-Rights Movement)

Nat ive  Amer icanNat ive  Amer icanNat ive  Amer icanNat ive  Amer icanNat ive  Amer ican

Also known as American Indians or by specific group
names (e.g., Cherokee, Iroquois, Mandan, Navaho)

pat r io t i cpat r io t i cpat r io t i cpat r io t i cpat r io t i c

Loyal to one’s country

percept ions of  peoplepercept ions of  peoplepercept ions of  peoplepercept ions of  peoplepercept ions of  people

A person’s unique understanding, insight, or com-
prehension; perceptions of people sometimes influ-
ence the accounts of historical events.

pr imary sourcepr imary sourcepr imary sourcepr imary sourcepr imary source

A firsthand account of an event or an artifact cre-
ated during the period of history that is being stud-
ied (e.g., artifacts, diaries, photographs)

secondary sourcesecondary sourcesecondary sourcesecondary sourcesecondary source

An account of the past based on information from
primary sources and written by someone who was
not an eyewitness to those events (e.g., textbooks,
encyclopedias)

set t lementsset t lementsset t lementsset t lementsset t lements

Establishment of residence of people in a new area

s logans logans logans logans logan

A phrase or motto that represents something or
someone

symbo lsymbo lsymbo lsymbo lsymbo l

Something that stands for something else (e.g., flag,
Uncle Sam, Statue of Liberty)

Note: It is recommended that teachers identify and
introduce key concepts and vocabulary related to each
historical period (refer to topics in the Core Con-
tent Guides):

• Land and People Before Columbus

• Age of Exploration

• Colonization

• War for Independence

• The Young Republic

• Westward Expansion

• Civil War

• Industrialism

• America in the 20th Century

His to ryHis to ryHis to ryHis to ryHis to ry
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absolute  locat ionabsolute  locat ionabsolute  locat ionabsolute  locat ionabsolute  locat ion

The unique location of a place on the earth’s surface
(e.g., latitude and longitude measurements, address,
and grid locations)

adap tadap tadap tadap tadap t

To adjust to (e.g., putting on a coat in cold
weather)

bar r i e rsbar r i e rsbar r i e rsbar r i e rsbar r i e rs

Something that hinders

c l imatec l imatec l imatec l imatec l imate

The weather of an area over a number of years (in-
cludes temperature, precipitation, wind and water
currents)

dependdependdependdependdepend

To rely on (e.g., using land for farming)

fe r t i l e  landfer t i l e  landfer t i l e  landfer t i l e  landfer t i l e  land

Rich and productive land for growing crops

geographygeographygeographygeographygeography

The study of Earth and the way people live on it
and use it

human character is t icshuman character is t icshuman character is t icshuman character is t icshuman character is t ics

examples:  language, religion, housing

human envi ronmental  interact ionhuman envi ronmental  interact ionhuman envi ronmental  interact ionhuman envi ronmental  interact ionhuman envi ronmental  interact ion

How people depend upon, adapt to, and modify
their environment

l and  useland  useland  useland  useland  use

examples: building developments, parks, cutting
down rain forests for farming

l andformslandformslandformslandformslandforms

examples: mountain, valley, hill, plain, plateau

l a t i tudela t i tudela t i tudela t i tudela t i tude

An imaginary line or parallel measuring distance
north or south of the equator (measured in degrees)

l im i tl im i tl im i tl im i tl im i t

To confine or restrict (e.g., physical environment that
limits human activities—mountains as barriers)

l oca t ionlocat ionlocat ionlocat ionlocat ion

The place, position, or boundaries where something
is or can be located

l ong i tudelongi tudelongi tudelongi tudelongi tude

An imaginary line or meridian measuring distance
east or west of the prime meridian (measured in
degrees)

modi fymod i fymod i fymod i fymod i fy

To change (e.g., building a dam)

movementmovementmovementmovementmovement

How people in one place make contact with people
from another place; people, ideas, information, and
products are constantly moving around the world.

natura l  d isastersnatura l  d isastersnatura l  d isastersnatura l  d isastersnatura l  d isasters

Floods, droughts, tornadoes, hurricanes, fires, etc.

natura l  resourcesnatura l  resourcesnatura l  resourcesnatura l  resourcesnatura l  resources

Materials found in nature that people use to meet
their needs and wants

physica l  character is t icsphysica l  character is t icsphysica l  character is t icsphysica l  character is t icsphysica l  character is t ics

examples: landforms, climate, water, vegetation,
animals

physica l  env i ronmentphysica l  env i ronmentphysica l  env i ronmentphysica l  env i ronmentphysica l  env i ronment

All the physical surroundings (landforms, bodies of
water, climate, and natural resources) in which
people, plants, and animals live

phys ica l  mapphys ica l  mapphys ica l  mapphys ica l  mapphys ica l  map

A map that highlights Earth’s natural features

p l acep l acep l acep l acep l ace

A particular location that can be described by its
human and/or physical characteristics  (e.g., school,
Rocky Mountains)

po l i t ica l  mappol i t ica l  mappol i t ica l  mappol i t ica l  mappol i t ica l  map

A map that shows the boundaries of states and coun-
tries

popula t ionpopula t ionpopula t ionpopula t ionpopula t ion

The total number of people living in a particular
area or place

promotep romotep romotep romotep romote

To further the progress, to advance (e.g., physical
environment that promotes human activities—riv-
ers used as boundaries or transportation routes)

GeographyGeographyGeographyGeographyGeography
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reg ionreg ionreg ionreg ionreg ion

A large area with common features (geographic, cul-
tural, economic) that set it apart from other areas

re lat i ve  locat ionre lat i ve  locat ionre lat i ve  locat ionre lat i ve  locat ionre lat i ve  locat ion

The location of a place in comparison to what it is
near (e.g., next to, south of )

se t t l ese t t l ese t t l ese t t l ese t t l e

To establish residence

spat ia l  factorsspat ia l  factorsspat ia l  factorsspat ia l  factorsspat ia l  factors

Factors to consider when making decisions about
where to locate human activities on the earth’s sur-
face  (e.g., where to locate a playground, store, house)

techno logytechno logytechno logytechno logytechno logy

The design and use of tools, ideas, and methods to
solve problems

themat ic  mapthemat ic  mapthemat ic  mapthemat ic  mapthemat ic  map

A map that shows a particular topic, such as a prod-
uct map, climate map, population map, rainfall map

Students should be able to use maps, globes, charts,
and graphs to find and explain locations and to
display information. Therefore, terminology of parts
of a map and other tools should be familiar to the
students (e.g., compass rose—a symbol on a map that
shows direction; legend/key—explains what each
symbol on a map means; scale—relationship between
the distance shown on a map and the real distance on
Earth).

EconomicsEconomicsEconomicsEconomicsEconomics

banksbanksbanksbanksbanks

A business that deals in money and credit

ba r t e rba r t e rba r t e rba r t e rba r t e r

To exchange goods and services for other goods and
services

bus inessbus inessbus inessbus inessbus iness

A company whose goal it is to make a profit

consumerconsumerconsumerconsumerconsumer

Any person or group that buys or uses goods and
services to satisfy personal needs and wants

economicseconomicseconomicseconomicseconomics

The study of how individuals and societies make
choices about ways to use scarce resources to fulfill
their wants and needs

economic choiceseconomic choiceseconomic choiceseconomic choiceseconomic choices

Making decisions about what goods and services are
produced and consumed

economyeconomyeconomyeconomyeconomy

The way people use resources to meet their needs

exchangeexchangeexchangeexchangeexchange

To give in return for something else

f inancia l  inst i tut ionsf inancia l  inst i tut ionsf inancia l  inst i tut ionsf inancia l  inst i tut ionsf inancia l  inst i tut ions

Examples: banks, credit unions, mortgage companies

f ree  enterpr isef ree  enterpr isef ree  enterpr isef ree  enterpr isef ree  enterpr ise

An economic system in which people are free to
operate their businesses as they see fit

goodsgoodsgoodsgoodsgoods

 Objects or things that can satisfy people’s wants

government serv ice (publ ic )government serv ice (publ ic )government serv ice (publ ic )government serv ice (publ ic )government serv ice (publ ic )

Services provided by the government and paid for by
taxes (e.g., fire fighting, law enforcement [police])

l imi ted resourcesl imited resourcesl imited resourcesl imited resourcesl imited resources

Resources that are not in great supply, not plentiful

marke tmarke tmarke tmarke tmarke t

Freely chosen activity between buyers and sellers of
goods and services

moneymoneymoneymoneymoney

A medium for exchange

oppor tuni ty costoppor tuni ty costoppor tuni ty costoppor tuni ty costoppor tuni ty cost

What is given up when an economic choice is made;
the next best alternative

pr ivate  serv icespr ivate  serv icespr ivate  serv icespr ivate  serv icespr ivate  serv ices

Private businesses that offer services for profit (e.g.,
grocery store, veterinarian)



31

Cul ture  and SocietyCul ture  and SocietyCul ture  and SocietyCul ture  and SocietyCul ture  and Society

be l i e f sbe l i e f sbe l i e f sbe l i e f sbe l i e f s

Something that is believed, a conviction

compet i t ioncompet i t ioncompet i t ioncompet i t ioncompet i t ion

Act of competing, rivalry

compromisecompromisecompromisecompromisecompromise

The settling of a dispute by each side’s, agreeing to
give up part of its demands

conf l i c tconf l i c tconf l i c tconf l i c tconf l i c t

Opposition, different opinion, a state of disharmony

cooperat ioncooperat ioncooperat ioncooperat ioncooperat ion

Working together toward a common purpose

cu l tu recu l tu recu l tu recu l tu recu l tu re

The entire way of life of a people, including their
customs, beliefs, and language

cus tomcus tomcus tomcus tomcus tom

An accepted practice followed by tradition

e lements of  cul turee lements of  cul turee lements of  cul turee lements of  cul turee lements of  cul ture

examples: language, music, art, dress, food, folk tales

ho l idaysho l idaysho l idaysho l idaysho l idays

Days set aside to commemorate/honor special people
or events

perspect i veperspect i veperspect i veperspect i veperspect i ve

Point of view—the position from which a person
looks at an issue or situation

pre jud icepre jud icepre jud icepre jud icepre jud ice

A negative opinion formed without proof

soc ia l  groupssoc ia l  groupssoc ia l  groupssoc ia l  groupssoc ia l  groups

examples: family, schools, teams, clubs

soc ia l  inst i tut ionssoc ia l  inst i tut ionssoc ia l  inst i tut ionssoc ia l  inst i tut ionssoc ia l  inst i tut ions

government, economy, education, family, religion

s te reotypesste reotypesste reotypesste reotypesste reotypes

A set of assumptions about people in a given cat-
egory, either positive or negative, often based on half
truths and nontruths

producerp roducerp roducerp roducerp roducer

A person who makes a good or provides a service

p ro f i tp ro f i tp ro f i tp ro f i tp ro f i t

The difference between revenues and the costs
entailed in producing or selling a good or service

scarc i tyscarc i tyscarc i tyscarc i tyscarc i ty

The problem of limited resources

se rv icesse rv icesse rv icesse rv icesse rv ices

Actions that can satisfy people’s wants

spec ia l izat ionspec ia l izat ionspec ia l izat ionspec ia l izat ionspec ia l izat ion

The situation in which people produce a narrower
range of goods or focus on a particular good; results
in interdependence with other products

t a xestaxestaxestaxestaxes

Payment of money that citizens and businesses must
make to help pay the costs of government

wants  and needswants  and needswants  and needswants  and needswants  and needs

••••• wantswan t swan t swan t swan t s

Things people would like to have but do not need
to live

••••• needsneedsneedsneedsneeds

Things people must have in order to live
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amendmentamendmentamendmentamendmentamendment

An addition to the Constitution

American f reedomsAmer ican f reedomsAmer ican f reedomsAmer ican f reedomsAmer ican f reedoms

examples: freedom of religion (Citizens can worship
any religion or none at all.); freedom of speech (Citi-
zens can express their beliefs and ideas.); freedom to
petition the government (Citizens can ask the
government to make changes.)

Bil l  o f  RightsBi l l  o f  RightsBi l l  o f  RightsBi l l  o f  RightsBi l l  o f  Rights

The first ten amendments to the Constitution,
ratified in 1791

branches of  governmentbranches of  governmentbranches of  governmentbranches of  governmentbranches of  government

Legislative, executive, and judicial

c i t i zenc i t i zenc i t i zenc i t i zenc i t i zen

A person born in a country or who chooses to
become a member of that country by law

common goalscommon goalscommon goalscommon goalscommon goals

Shared purpose, objectives

democracydemocracydemocracydemocracydemocracy

A government in which the people take part

e lec t ione lec t ione lec t ione lec t ione lec t ion

Process of choosing by voting

execut ive  branchexecut ive  branchexecut ive  branchexecut ive  branchexecut ive  branch

The part of government that carries out the laws

governmentgovernmentgovernmentgovernmentgovernment

An authority that acts on behalf of a group of people

governorgovernorgovernorgovernorgovernor

The head of the executive branch at the state level

jud ic ia l  b ranchjudic ia l  b ranchjudic ia l  b ranchjudic ia l  b ranchjudic ia l  b ranch

The branch of government that decides the mean-
ing of the laws and settles disputes

l awsl awsl awsl awsl aws

Rules of action or conduct made by governments

l eg is lat i ve  branchlegis lat i ve  branchlegis lat i ve  branchlegis lat i ve  branchlegis lat i ve  branch

The law-making part of government with the power
to raise the money needed to run the government
(e.g., national level—Congress; state level—General
Assembly)

l eve ls  of  governmentleve ls  of  governmentleve ls  of  governmentleve ls  of  governmentleve ls  of  government

Local, state, and national

mainta in ordermainta in ordermainta in ordermainta in ordermainta in order

To provide organization and safety for citizens

mayormayo rmayo rmayo rmayo r

The head of the executive branch at the local level
(town or city)

peer  grouppeer  grouppeer  grouppeer  grouppeer  group

A group of people of similar age or social position

PreamblePreamblePreamblePreamblePreamble

The introduction to the Constitution; explains the
purpose of the Constitution

pres identpres identpres identpres identpres ident

The head of the executive branch at the national
level

r igh tsr igh tsr igh tsr igh tsr igh ts

Freedoms or protections guaranteed by the U.S.
government for all citizens

respons ib i l i t iesrespons ib i l i t iesrespons ib i l i t iesrespons ib i l i t iesrespons ib i l i t ies

Things that citizens should or must do in order to
support the government (e.g., voting, paying taxes,
obeying the law)

ru l e sru l e sru l e sru l e sru l e s

Statements of what may or may not be done

soc ie tysoc ie tysoc ie tysoc ie tysoc ie ty

A group of people who inhabit a common territory
and have a common culture

secur i tysecur i tysecur i tysecur i tysecur i ty

Safety, freedom from risk or danger

U.S. Const i tut ionU.S.  Const i tut ionU.S.  Const i tut ionU.S.  Const i tut ionU.S.  Const i tut ion

In the United States, the supreme law and plan of
the national government, adopted in 1789

Government and Civ icsGovernment and Civ icsGovernment and Civ icsGovernment and Civ icsGovernment and Civ ics


