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background knowledgebackground knowledgebackground knowledgebackground knowledgebackground knowledge

Knowledge based on prior exposure and experiences

categor izecategor izecategor izecategor izecategor ize

To classify and place in a category

cause/ef fectcause/ef fectcause/ef fectcause/ef fectcause/ef fect

An action (cause) that brings about a result (effect)

compare/contrastcompare/contrastcompare/contrastcompare/contrastcompare/contrast

To compare two ideas or events, showing how they
are similar or different

conc lus ionconc lus ionconc lus ionconc lus ionconc lus ion

The end or last part, often containing a summary

ev idenceev idenceev idenceev idenceev idence

Proof

graphic  organizersgraphic  organizersgraphic  organizersgraphic  organizersgraphic  organizers

Visual tools that help the reader organize informa-
tion from a text (i.e., Venn Diagram, T-chart, Story
Map, KWL Chart, web, time line, table, graph)

i n f e rin f e rin f e rin f e rin f e r

To make an educated guess

op in ion/factop in ion/factop in ion/factop in ion/factop in ion/fact

A belief vs. reality or an actual incident

paraphraseparaphraseparaphraseparaphraseparaphrase

To express in your own words to make clearer

perspect i veperspect i veperspect i veperspect i veperspect i ve

Feelings, opinions, and experiences that affect a
reader’s outlook

pred ic tp red ic tp red ic tp red ic tp red ic t

To say in advance what one thinks may happen

pro/conpro/conpro/conpro/conpro/con

For or against

r e t e l lr e t e l lr e t e l lr e t e l lr e t e l l

To tell orally or in writing what is remembered from
the text

s canscanscanscanscan

To glance at quickly while looking for key information

sequencesequencesequencesequencesequence

One thing after another in a logical order

s k imsk imsk imsk imsk im

To quickly read through a text to get the main idea
of the passage

summar izesummar izesummar izesummar izesummar ize

To state briefly the main points

theme ( top ic )theme ( top ic )theme ( top ic )theme ( top ic )theme ( top ic )

The big idea of the story that connects the charac-
ters, setting, and plot

Genera l  TermsGenera l  TermsGenera l  TermsGenera l  TermsGenera l  Terms

Genres of  ReadingGenres of  ReadingGenres of  ReadingGenres of  ReadingGenres of  Reading

genregen regen regen regen re

Type of text

l i te rary ( f ic t ion)l i te rary ( f ic t ion)l i te rary ( f ic t ion)l i te rary ( f ic t ion)l i te rary ( f ic t ion)

A narrative that is imagined (i.e., historical fiction,
folklore, short story)

nonf ic t ionnonf ic t ionnonf ic t ionnonf ic t ionnonf ic t ion

Factual information about real people, places, or
events

persuas ivepersuas ivepersuas ivepersuas ivepersuas ive

Text that convinces you to believe something

pract ica l  l i v ing/workplacepract ica l  l i v ing/workplacepract ica l  l i v ing/workplacepract ica l  l i v ing/workplacepract ica l  l i v ing/workplace

Information for authentic purposes (i.e., directions,
letters, schedules, recipes, job applications)

poe t rypoe t rypoe t rypoe t rypoe t ry

A piece of literature written in verse
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al l i te ra t iona l l i te ra t iona l l i te ra t iona l l i te ra t iona l l i te ra t ion

Repetition of the first sound in words

d ia logued ia logued ia logued ia logued ia logue

Characters’ conversation in a story

foreshadowingforeshadowingforeshadowingforeshadowingforeshadowing

Giving a sign or suggestion of what will happen later
in a story

f o rmfo rmfo rmfo rmfo rm

A particular style of poetry (i.e., free verse, limerick,
cinquain)

hyperbo lehyperbo lehyperbo lehyperbo lehyperbo le

Figure of speech that exaggerates the truth

imageryimageryimageryimageryimagery

Creating mental pictures from descriptive words

metaphormetaphormetaphormetaphormetaphor

A word for one idea or thing that is used in place of
another to suggest a likeness between them, e.g.,
“the ship plowing the sea”

Literary Devices and TermsLiterary Devices and TermsLiterary Devices and TermsLiterary Devices and TermsLiterary Devices and Terms

monologuemonologuemonologuemonologuemonologue

A long speech given by one person without interruption

nar ra to rnar ra to rnar ra to rnar ra to rnar ra to r

The one who is telling the story

personi f icat ionpersoni f icat ionpersoni f icat ionpersoni f icat ionpersoni f icat ion

A figure of speech in which an object has the qualities
of a person

sc r i p tsc r i p tsc r i p tsc r i p tsc r i p t

The text of a play, broadcast, or movie

s imi l es imi l es imi l es imi l es imi l e

A comparison between two unlike things, often us-
ing the words like, as, seems, appears, and resembles

s tanzas tanzas tanzas tanzas tanza

A part of a poem, with two or more lines, which has
a common, repeated pattern of rhythm or rhyme

story s t ructurestory s t ructurestory s t ructurestory s t ructurestory s t ructure

Stories have a beginning, middle, and end.

Nonf ic t ion TermsNonf ic t ion TermsNonf ic t ion TermsNonf ic t ion TermsNonf ic t ion Terms

art i c l ea r t i c l ea r t i c l ea r t i c l ea r t i c l e

A written work, often appearing in magazines or
newspapers, which presents factual information

bold- faced typebold- faced typebold- faced typebold- faced typebold- faced type

Type with thick, heavy lines

cap t ioncap t ioncap t ioncap t ioncap t ion

A brief title or explanation that describes an
illustration

glossaryg lossaryg lossaryg lossaryg lossary

A list of words and their definitions, often found at
the back of a book

head ingshead ingshead ingshead ingshead ings

Titles within an article that identify each new topic

i ndexindexindexindexindex

An alphabetized listing of terms or subjects that gives
the page number where each item can be found in
the text

i t a l i csi ta l i csi ta l i csi ta l i csi ta l i cs

A style of printing with letters slanted to the right

key wordskey wordskey wordskey wordskey words

Vocabulary that is important in comprehending the
text

tab le  of  contentstab le  of  contentstab le  of  contentstab le  of  contentstab le  of  contents

A listing of titles or broad topics of information
found within the text
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characte rscharacte rscharacte rscharacte rscharacte rs

People or animals in a story

conf l ic t /so lut ionconf l ic t /so lut ionconf l ic t /so lut ionconf l ic t /so lut ionconf l ic t /so lut ion

A resolution of a problem

Story ElementsStory ElementsStory ElementsStory ElementsStory Elements

p lo tp l o tp l o tp l o tp l o t

A description of the action in a story; what happened
to whom and why

se t t ingse t t ingse t t ingse t t ingse t t ing

The time and place a story occurs

Text  Connect ionsText  Connect ionsText  Connect ionsText  Connect ionsText  Connect ions

text- to- text  connect ionstext - to- text  connect ionstext - to- text  connect ionstext - to- text  connect ionstext - to- text  connect ions

Connecting common themes between texts

text - to-se l f  connect ionstext - to-se l f  connect ionstext - to-se l f  connect ionstext - to-se l f  connect ionstext - to-se l f  connect ions

Relating the text to one’s own life experiences

text - to-wor ld  connect ionstext - to-wor ld  connect ionstext - to-wor ld  connect ionstext - to-wor ld  connect ionstext - to-wor ld  connect ions

Relating the text to world events

Vocabulary Inst ruct ionVocabulary Inst ruct ionVocabulary Inst ruct ionVocabulary Inst ruct ionVocabulary Inst ruct ion

antonymantonymantonymantonymantonym

A word or phrase having the opposite meaning of
another word or phrase

compound wordscompound wordscompound wordscompound wordscompound words

Two words put together to make one word

homonymshomonymshomonymshomonymshomonyms

Words that sound alike, but are spelled differently
and have different meanings

p re f i xp re f i xp re f i xp re f i xp re f i x

The syllable at the beginning of a word that changes
the meaning of the word

su f f i xsu f f i xsu f f i xsu f f i xsu f f i x

The syllable at the end of a word that changes the
meaning of the word

synonymsynonymsynonymsynonymsynonym

A word or phrase having about the same meaning
as another word or phrase




