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	This ar                 Artist's rendering shows the south side of a planned 3,200-seat gymnasium at Valley Traditional High. The gym     and a 625-seat auditorium are expected to be completed during the 2012-13 school year.


Valley debuts plans for southwest ‘gem’

Valley Traditional High students and staff members joined local and national leaders to celebrate a significant step forward for the school community on Fri., May 27.

Construction is under way on a gymnasium, auditorium, and classroom space for the school’s medical career theme. Superintendent Sheldon H. Berman accompanied Congressman John Yarmuth (Third District) and Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer to commemorate this new chapter for Valley.
The $26 million project, scheduled for completion in the 2012-13 school year, is funded through interest-free bonds supported by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The existing school building will undergo several renovations, including HVAC, fire alarm, security, windows, science labs, structural repairs, floors, ceilings, lights, and painting. The addition includes a 625-seat auditorium and a 3,200-seat gymnasium.
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	This a     Artist's rendering shows the southwest side of a planne625-seat auditorium at Valley Traditional High.


 “This project creates unique learning opportunities for Valley students,” said Berman. “It will also provide a showpiece for the district that will potentially benefit students from all schools. We thank Congressman Yarmuth and the many others who helped make this dream a reality for the southwest Jefferson County.”

Some of the renovated classroom space will house courses for the Medicine, Health, and the Environment Career Theme. Two classrooms will be converted into lifelike hospital rooms where students, under the guidance of real medical professionals, can engage in hands-on learning in the medical field. The district offers this career theme at two other schools -- Waggener Traditional High and Moore Traditional School -- and partners with local health-care providers to create a real-life educational experience.

The new gymnasium will eventually host the Louisville Invitational Tournament (LIT) regional basketball tournaments, cheerleading and dance competitions, and other district events, which is expected to save the district thousands of dollars each year in usage fees at other facilities.

“This major expansion is not only new gym and auditorium space for Valley Traditional High, but we anticipate it being an economic catalyst for Louisville’s southwest neighborhoods,” said Mayor Greg Fischer. “Sporting and community events held at Valley will make this school a community center for all to enjoy.”

Valley High School opened in 1936 and was expanded in 1953 and again in 1973. Members of the school’s alumni association joined students, staff members, and dignitaries in placing various items of significance in a time capsule that will be housed in the new gymnasium and will be reopened in 50 years. 
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	Above, Gary Hurt, principal at Valley Traditional High, addresses a crowd at the Fri., May 27 reception. Below, Erin Newman, choir director at Valley Traditional High, leads the choir in song.
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